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A Return of the 

HEADS of any Applications received by the Commissioners of Stamp Duties 
in Ireland, during the years 1809, 1810, and 1811 ; — respecting the 

EVASION of the Duty on Probates of WILLS, and Payment of the LEGACY 
TAX ; together with a Statement of the Answers returned to such Communication, 
and of the Measures adopted in consequence. 



Stamp-Office, Dublin, 

SIR, May 30 th 1811. 

P URSUANT to an Order of the House of Commons, dated May 1, ult. that 
there should be laid before The House, “ a Return of the Heads of any appli- 
cation, received by the Commissioners of Stamp Duties in Ireland, during the 
years 1809, 1810, and 1811 ; respecting the evasion of the duty on Probates of 
Wills, and payment of the Legacy Tax ; together with a statement of the Answers 
returned to sucb communication, and of the measures adopted in consequence 
-thereof:” — 

I am directed by the Commissioners to transmit to you, 

No. 1.— - A Copy of a Letter to the Commissioners of Stamp Duties, from 
Mr. Thomas Bridson, Register of the Diocese of Perns. 

No. 2. — Copy of the Answer returned to Mr. Bridson. 

No. 3.— Copy of a Letter from Mr. Bridson to the Commissioners. 

No. 4. — Solicitor's Report on Mr. Bridson's Letter, which was referred to him. 

I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

your most obedient Servant, 



Sir Charles Saxton, Bart. 
&c. & c. &c. 



Peter Holmes , 
Sec r . 



(Copy.) —No. 1 — 

Honourable Sirs, Wexford, 7 th March 1811. 

BY the 30th section of the Stamp Act, passed on the 25" 1 April 1807; it is 
-enacted, that from and after the 5 th July 1 807, every executor, administrator, nearest 
of kin, creditor, or other person, who shall administer or enter upon the manage- 
ment or possession of any personal or moveable estate or effects ot any deceased 
person in Ireland, shall, before disposing of or distributing any part of same, .or at 
all events within six calendar months after the death of the person dying, exhibit 
upon oath, in the proper Ecclesiastical Court, a full and complete inventory of such 
estate or effects, &c. & c. shall forfeit the sum of £. 100. 

And by the 31st section it is enacted, that every person who shall administer the 
whole or any part of the personal estate of any person dyiug after passing of said 
Act, and leaving a personal property to amount of 200. apd upwards, without 
proving the will of the deceased, or taking out letters of administration, &c. shall 
forfeit the sum of £. 50. 

Since the passing of said Act, at which time the Stamp Duties were increased, 
very few wills have been proved, and until a will is proved, or administration taken 
out, no inventory can or will be given ; the Stamp Duties have very much decreased. 
I have a list of several wills, some of which arc lodged, and citations issued on 
them, to accept or refuse probate, and others I have got information of; and though 
some persons have been sworn; yet when the person found what the Stamp would 
come to, such person would not get it, as in some instance it was £. 35 - and though 
two citations were served on a lady who- was appointed- an executrix, yet she would 
not take any notice of either of them ; by which means the Stamp Duty was much 
decreased; and by the Act, the only persons who have a power to enforce this 
duty to be paid, are tire Commissioners for managing the Stamp Duties. 
fW-a (227) v ; I| t? . Ithink 
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Thomas Bridson, 
Register of the Dioeese of Ferns. 



; '( 2 •) 

T think it incumbent on me to inform them of it; and also, that unless they-exeft 
themselves to do so, that a loss in this Diocese alone will be upwards of l- 1,000. 
a year in the duty on Stamps, as every thing is done to prevent wills being proved 
and every endeavour used to try and make parties compromise matters, without 
proving will, or taking out administrations, to save the Stamp Duties . even at the 
last .Assizes, two wills were produced in Court, without having either proved. 

I am, 

Honourable Sirs, 

Your obedient servant, 

To-the Honourable the Commissioners} 
for managing the Stamp Duties. j 
(A copy.) Peter Holmes, Sec 5 '. 

'{CopyO " _No - 2 ~ Stamp-Office, Dublin, 

20 ,h April 1811. 

1 am 5 directed by the Commissioners for managing the Stamp Duties, to acknow- 
k( j„e the receipt of your letter of the 7th ultimo, and to return their thanks for the 
information communicated therein ; and to request you will be pleased to state to them, 
whether you can point out any person who has neglected to return the inventory 
directed by the Act, or any person who has administered personal property of a de- 
ceased w ithout proving his will, ifliemade one, or without obtaining administration, it 
the deceased died intestate ; as their Solicitor, to whom your letter ha<l been referred, 
thinks it would be advisable to commence a suit in those cases, provided clear proof 

can.be produced of the fact . . , 

r I have the honour to be, 

Thomas Bridson, Esq. Sir, 

&c. &c. Wexford. y om ' obedlcnt servant ’ 



(A copy.) Peter Holmes, Sec T . 



JUchard Malins, 



i(Copy.) ^ VG- 3 * 

Honourable Sirs, Wexford, 28 th April 1811. 

I -beg leave to acknowledge the receipt of Mr. Malin’s letter, which did not come 
to my hands ’till late last Friday night, and now beg leave to inclose a List of such 
■wills as have come to my knowledge, and have not been proved; and the reasons 
wbv I know them, that some are lodged, and others have been asked my advice on ; 
but as I alwavs told them the wills should be proved, my advice was thrown away, 
as they thought the expense too much, and being told by hedge lawyers and hedge 
attornies and others, that there was no occasion to do it. I have also sent a List 
of some’ wills and administrations granted, on which inventories have not been 
2 iven • I sav some, as I have not been able carefully to look over all ; and there are 
several under /. 30. value, which I have not mentioned. I beg to state what 1 
thought a very <weat hardship ; that is, that a poor creature who wants to recover io*. 
or 305 due to her husband as a labourer, is put to the expense of io.v. Stamp for 
an administration bond; when a person worth thousands is at no more expense. 
If this could be remedied, it would be so much the better ; as no Stamp is required 
for the administration, then why should there be any on such for bond or inventory. 
Formerly the Ecclesiastical Judge had a power to call the administrator to an 
account, and to order a distribution of the assets, pursuant to the statute; and 
therefore the words of the oath, and the words in the administration bond, were, 
that the administrator should, on or before that day six months, give in an inventory 
of the sood? and should also account to the Court for all such assets and effects 
as should come to his hands when thereunto required. Now the Ecclesiastical 
Tud^e ha? no such power, vet the words of the oath, and the words m the admi- 
nistration bond are continued, and they being coupled together, many of the ignorant 
onle and others, who think they have a right to mental reservation, think they 
need not "iv- in the inventory until' required, and know so much, that they know 
the Jud»e°has not such a power to compel them to do so. If therefore the words 
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’both In the- oath and administration bond, “and to give an account to the said 
« Court of all such assets and effects as shall come to your hands, when you shall 
« be thereunto required,” were left out, or can be left out, then they must know 
thev will be perjured, unless they give in the inventory. . , 

I also beg leave to remark, that 1 cannot point out at what tunc the several 
persons have died ; and as -the Act specifics a certain time, that is, from and after 
the 5* day of July 1807, it may be very difficult (except m cases immediately 
within my own knowledge) to convict any person under the Act; and I therefore m 
:my humble opinion conceive, until fuller powers, if necessary, can be vested m the 
Commissioners by another Act to be procured, that an Advertisement m the Papei s, 
•by order of the Commissioners, might answer the purposes at present, sotting forth, 
that unless all wills made should be proved, and in case. of no wills, administrations 
be granted, and inventories given in, that the Commissioners would prwreed to levy 
the penalties required by the Act: lor if something be not done, the Stamp Duty 
will suffer greatly. . _ . , , ... 

Citations from the Ecclesiastical Courts, except in very few instances where the 
party complaining can afford tivc expense, is not now-a-days of any use, nor are 
such minded. . , „ x r 

Ally other commands from the Commissioners in my porter, shall be careUihy 

^complied with, by. 

Honourable Sit s, 

Your obedient, and 



very humble servant, 

Thomas Bridsom 



To the Commissioners of) 

Stamp Duties. 5 

(A copy.) Peter Holmes, Sec T . 

— No, 4. — 

Honourable Sirs, 4 , 

I have considered Mr Bridson’s letter with great attention, wrthrespect to the part 
thereof, stating, that the Ecclesiastical Court has been deprived of the power to call 
an administrator to an account, and to order a distribution ot the assets; it, as I 
-conceive, belongs to the prudence and policy of those Courts, and theiefore I .should 
conceive the Stamp AQs cannot interfere with it; and omitting the oath requiring the 
person taking it to return an inventory in six months if required, would, I conceive, 
be also acting against the established practice and principles ot the Gouit. 

The 47* of the King, chap. 50. sect. 29 and 30. seem to make a full provision to 
•compel persons to make Returns of such personal property as came to their hands, 
either before or after administering or proving a will. 

And the 31“ section provides a remedy for punishing those who administer per- 
sonal property without proving the will, or taking'admmistiation ot the deceased in 

cases where the Stamp Duty attaches. . 

Upon the whole, I think the Stamp Act provides a reasonable remedy for punishing 
persons who neglect to prove wills or take out administrations, or return proper in- 
ventories in cases where the Stamp Act attaches. f n , • 

With respect to the hardships mentioned in Mr. Bndsons letter, of a Duty being 
imposed upon administration bonds, I beg to submit to you, that tis a subject lit 
only for the consideration of the Legislature. I think the advertisement suggested by 
Mr. Bridsou would be useful. 

I have the honour to be. 
Gentlemen, 
your obedient servant, 

Cooper Crazvford, 

53‘AIay 18U, Sol '‘ 
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